ITALY AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE

Speech at the Plenary Meeting
August 13, 1946

We have heard Signor De Gasperi's speech concerning the
draft peace treaty with Italy. If this speech correctly reflects
the policy of the new Italy, then it deserves attention-, both for
what it said and for what it avoided saying. In any case,
this speech, which was directed against the draft peace treaty
and which may occasion considerable perplexity, cannot be'
left unanswered.
I
OUR ATTITUDE TO ITALY
The Soviet Union's view on Italy can be set forth very
briefly. I hope that this view will coincide with the views
of many of the delegates here.
Everyone is aware of Italy's historic services. Italy has
held an outstanding place both in the history of the remote
past and in modern history. Her culture and national libera-
tion movement, and the high creative abilities of the Italian
people have always been universally recognized. We Soviet
people are confident of Italy's future as a great country. We
do not doubt that the great Italian people will extricate itself
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